
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Take God Seriously 

     In our gospel today,* we are reminded that we are to love God with all our heart and 

our neighbor as ourselves. Well, how do we show our love for ourselves? For one thing, 

we love to take ourselves seriously…even when nobody else takes us seriously. 

     We want people to listen to us when we have something to say. We want people to 

show respect for our opinions. We don’t want to be treated as if we don’t have a brain 

in our head…as if we are a nobody. 

     We don’t want to be treated as if we are stupid. Sure, we may not have a PHD degree 

or we may not be able to read and write, still we DO want to be heard and listened to. 

This fact should make us aware of the fact that we should also listen to what others 

have to say. And it makes no difference who they are. We don’t want to be ignored or 

looked down upon and so, if we loved our neighbors as we love ourselves, then we 

shouldn’t ignore them or their opinions. 

     Have you ever noticed that the world takes the rich and famous more seriously than 

those who are poor and unknown? A millionaire or a celebrity can give their opinion on 

America’s problems and the press will make a big thing of it. A movie star advertises a 

bottle of aspirin or a new purple lipstick or even a tomato fertilizer and she finds out 

that she has a large, gullible audience. But when an ordinary John Doe or person off the 

street is asked for their opinion, they usually get a thumbs down. He receives the ‘what 

does he know’ look. 

     Still, there is someone who does take us all seriously. God! God takes you very 

seriously. He thinks so highly of you that he not only created you, but he also made you 

one of his children. And, at this moment, he is preparing a special place for you at his 

compound in heaven. 

     There is never a moment that God does not have you on his mind. He takes 

everything that you do and say seriously. It is obvious that God loves you…just as he 

loves himself. And he wants us to return that love to him and to all others that we 

know.  

     It is important that we take God seriously. And let’s show our love for our neighbors 

by taking them seriously too.  

*Inspired by Matthew 22: 34-40 


